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aeology Inc. provides services to land 
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and beyond. Since 2006, he has under-
taken the salvage excavation of more 
than 60 19th century homesteads and 
farmsteads. This volume, The Archaeology 
of Two Whitchurch-Stouffville Farmsteads, 
third in Our Lands Speak series, continues 
to reflect his ardent commitment to mak-
ing archaeological findings available to 
the general public.
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Excavations of the Windmill site recovered 
a spear point about 10,000 years old, 
which was likely collected by the Yake 
family while farming their land and sub-
sequently discarded when filling in the cellar 
of the early log house at the Windmill site.  

In anticipation of the development of 
Lot 32 for a residential subdivision, This 
Land Archaeology Inc. was contracted 
by Fieldgate Developments to assess the 
property and excavate the Yake and 
Windmill sites. 

For more information on Our Lands 
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Introduction

In the fall of 2017, This Land Archaeology Inc. was con -

tracted by Fieldgate Developments Inc. to undertake an

archaeological assessment of Lot 32, Concession 10 in the

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville, Regional Municipality of

York, formerly Markham Township, County of York. 

Our Stage 1 background research revealed that there were

no known sites on Lot 32, although there were a number of

sites nearby. Several factors including the presence of historic

roads at both the eastern and western ends of the lot clearly

indicated a high potential for the presence of archaeological

sites and therefore a Stage 2 assessment of the property was

required.

Our Stage 2 assessment discovered two 19th century Euro-

Canadian farmstead sites—Yake (AlGt-628) and Windmill

(AlGt-629). These sites were determined to have significant

cultural heritage value and interest. Stage 3 test excavations

were undertaken in the spring of 2017 and Stage 4 salvage

excavations were completed in the summer and fall of 2017. 

At this writing, the final reports on the Stage 4 investi -

gation of the Yake site had been finalized and a preliminary

excavation report was available on the Stage 4 excavation of

the Windmill site. The artifact data and photographs, site

photographs, and maps had been completed and were avail -

able for examination and use.

See the Appendix for the Four Stages of Archaeological

Assessments as defined by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture

and Sport.

In 2017, working with Sheri Andrunyk and her staff at I C

Publishing, the popular Our Lands Speak series was launched

with the publication of The Archaeology of Patterson Village: a

19th Century Company Town in the Township of Vaughan,

Ontario. As the author, I am tremendously proud of this work,

with the foreword by Professor John Triggs of the Department

of Archaeology and Heritage Studies at Wilfrid Laurier Univer -

sity and a history of the Patterson family by Ruth Redelmeier.

Ruth’s family previously owned the property on which Patterson

Village was located. She spent more than 25 years researching

the family, the Patterson & Bro. farm equipment manufactory,

and Patterson Village, the company town located beside the

manufactory. 

In 2018, again working with I C Publishing, we published

The Archaeology of Five Queensville Farmsteads: a 19th Century

Crossroads Community in the Township of East Gwillimbury,

Ontario. This volume contained a foreword by historian Bruce

Bowden, the chapter, A Brief History of Queensville, by This

Land Archaeology’s Janine Stroud, and The History of Queens -

ville, by the company’s Victoria Tesan. 

These two publications, and now with volume three,

represent my personal efforts, outside my company, This Land

Archaeology Inc., to take the results of our archaeological

resource assessments to the general public by means of a high

quality, full-colour publication series and to provide our clients

with value added to recognize the support they provided in

digging these significant heritage sites. 
ix
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x

The outcomes so far have been very encouraging and have

led to requests for public-speaking engagements to local

archaeological and historical societies, libraries, and museums.

The Queensville book has been seen by the local municipality

as a very positive contribution by the developer, DG Group,

to bring historical knowledge resulting from their archaeo -

logical excavations back to the local community.

Both the Patterson Village and Five Queensville Farm -

steads books were unusual in that they dealt with very large

archaeological scopes. Both were unique projects in terms of

their size and duration. Most of the work we undertake

involves one or two Stage 4 excavations on one lot or parts of

two or more adjacent lots. 

Volume three involves our assessment of a farm in the

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville and the investigation of two

19th century farmsteads, Yake and Windmill. 

These sites are located on Lot 32, Concession 10. The lot

is situated within the Duffin Creek drainage in close proximity

to the Mantle and Draper sites, two significant Late Woodland

villages which have been subject to almost total excavation.

These excavations provide fascinating insights into the

Indigenous occupation of this area prior to Euro-Canadian

settlement. It is interesting to note that the Yake and Windmill

sites would have been located within the agricultural fields of

the Mantle site, and that natural regeneration of forests after

the abandonment the Mantle village would have resulted in

the growth of very large pine trees in the early 19th century

that would have been cleared in order to farm the land. This

is a situation similar to what I recorded in the Patterson

Village book, with respect to the lot that Peter Patterson

purchased to construct his farm equipment manufactory and

Patterson village. Patterson notes the presence of the large

pine trees which were used to build the houses of Patterson

Village and as lumber for the components of his farm equip -

ment.

There are interesting similarities and differences between

these two sites. The Yake site was located on a 30-acre parcel

at the western end of Lot 32. This property was purchased by

John Yake Sr., a prominent businessman in Stouffville; he

rented the property and the house on it to a series of tenants.

My interpretation is that the Yake site represents one

occupied by tenants who earned their living by working the

land around the leased house and who may have had employ -

ment elsewhere. 

There are two parts to the Windmill site. Locus 2 represents

a small house originally occupied by the Reyston family. The

cellar of this house was used as a place to dispose of refuse

from the occupants of the larger house existing to the north -

east. The second house, in Locus 1, was a much larger house

occupied at least in part by John Yake Jr. With the con -

struction of a new brick house, still extant in 2017, the house

in Locus 1 was eventually taken down and, again, the large

basement was used to dispose of refuse generated by the

occupants of the new brick house. Ultimately, this helped fill

in the cellar to allow the previous farmstead to be recycled to

active farmland.  
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While this book is shorter than the volumes on Patterson

Village and Queensville Farmsteads, my goal is again to take

the results of this project back to the general public and to

provide the developer, Fieldgate Developments, with some

value added for their investment in investigating the history

of this property. 

xi

Introduction

The outcomes of our assessments

are all too often detailed in licence

reports filed with the Ministry of

Tourism, Culture and Sport with no

further dissemination to the general

public. 

I hope you will agree that our efforts

to investigate the Yake and Windmill

sites provides new insights into the

19th century occupation of what is now

the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville. 

Figure 1: Location of Lot 32, Concession 10
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Chapter 1

A Brief History of the
Town of Whitchurch-

Stouffville and Environs

A Brief History of the Town of
Whitchurch-Stouffville and Environs
— George Tremaine, 1860 Illustrated

History of the County of York 
(segment of map of Markham Township)
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For purposes of this study, emphasis will focus on the

occupation of the Duffin Creek drainage, the geographical

location of the Yake and Windmill sites in what is today the

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville (Figure 1, in Introduction). 

The Paleo-Indian period (circa 9000 to 8000 BC) marks the

first occupation of Southern Ontario. As the glaciers retreated,

a Lichen Woodland environment evolved and these new areas

were occupied by the earliest Indigenous Peoples who made

distinctive fluted and, later, non-fluted spear points. They

hunted caribou and other now extinct Pleistocene animals

such as mammoth and mastodon. Our knowledge of these

early occupations is sparse due to a limited artifact assemblage

of stone tools made by chipping chert and generally by the

lack of preservation of bone. Further, current information

suggests that the Duffin Creek drainage was occupied only

sporadically by these people, probably as they hunted big

game. However, it is worth noting that this area has not been

the subject of long-term research by Paleo-Indian scholars

such as Dr. Lawrence Jackson who has spent more than 40

years exploring the Paleo-Indian occupation around Rice

Lake. His work is the subject of a new publication series—Our

Lands Speak Occasional Papers in Archaeology, published in

the summer of 2019. The presence of these Paleo-Indian

hunters on the Duffin Creek drainage is indicated by the

occasional find of a spear point such as that found in the

small cellar in Locus 2 at the Windmill site. I would note that

in more than 50 years of field work in Ontario I have found

only one other Paleo-Indian spear point, so this discovery is

particularly gratifying.

Following the Paleo-Indian period is the Archaic period

(circa 8000 to 1000 BC), a time when the south-central

Ontario environment evolved into today’s Great Lakes–

St. Lawrence Forest region. The Indigenous occupants

continued to hunt a wider range of animals but there was

greater emphasis on fishing and gathering. Among the new

technologies and ideas which appeared were the manufacture

of lance and spear points from ground slate, the use of native

copper for ornaments and tools, and the adoption of spear

throwers with stone weights. Woodworking tools such as

gouges, axes, and adzes were used as were bone tools such as

harpoons and fishhooks. Stone smoking pipes appear for the

first time late in the Archaic period. Towards the end of this

period, we find evidence of an increasing variety of burial

ceremonialism. The Duffin Creek drainage had a relatively

sparse population of Indigenous Peoples as reflected by

isolated finds of projectile points lost during the hunting and

the presence of small seasonally-occupied camps. 

One of the distinctive characteristics of the Initial

Woodland period (circa 1000 BC to AD 800) was the adoption

of pottery vessels for cooking and storage. Hunting, fishing,

and gathering continued to provide the mainstays of the diet,

but in some areas such as Rice Lake, the use of wild rice and

mussels became important. This permitted the development

of a more complex society in which selected individuals of

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS
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high status were buried in mounds of dirt. There was also

further elaboration of burial ceremonialism which included

the burial of exotic grave goods with the dead in some of these

mounds. Existing trade networks were expanded to allow

access to a wider variety of exotic raw materials and finished

goods from both the north and the south such as silver and

marine shell from the Atlantic coast and the Gulf of Mexico.

As with the preceding Archaic period, the Duffin Creek

drainage remains sparsely occupied as reflected by isolated

finds of projectile points and occasional campsites inhabited

on a seasonal basis. 

The Terminal Woodland (circa AD 800 to 1700) marked the

introduction of corn (maize) agriculture and of settled village

life. Recently published Michi Saagiig (Anishinaabeg) oral

traditions (Williams 2018) record the occupation of this and

adjacent parts of Southern Ontario since “time immemorial.”

These oral traditions tell of alliances which allowed Iroquoian-

speaking peoples to settle in Anishinaabeg territories to grow

their crops of corn, beans, squash, sunflower, and tobacco on

inland fields, whereas the Anishinaabeg occupied the shore -

lines and wetland areas. These alliances were maintained

through political relationships and wampum agreements,

overseen by the Odawa nation, and by trade which involved

the Anishinaabeg obtaining food in exchange for goods such

as furs and intermarriage.

The Miller site, located on the Duffin Creek, is the earliest

Late Woodland Iroquoian village found to date within the

Duffin Creek drainage. It was comprised of at least six short

longhouses, and perhaps as many as 10. The settlement was

surrounded by a single row of palisades with an estimated

population of 120 or more people and was probably occupied

for more than a century. 

Over the next 800 years, Duffin Creek drainage continued

to be occupied by Late Woodland Iroquoian peoples who lived

in longhouses which became longer, and then shorter, and

villages which became bigger with up to four rows of

palisades. By the mid-15th century, these Late Woodland

peoples occupied the Draper site, located about seven km

southeast of Stouffville. Draper began as a small, 1.2-hectare

village of seven longhouses surrounded by four rows of

palisades with an estimated population of 400. Over a period

of about 25 years, this village expanded five times to become

a very large, 3.4-hectare village of almost 2,000 people living

in 35 longhouses surrounded by three, and in places, four

rows of palisades. After Draper, most of these Late Woodland

peoples appeared to have moved their village about five km

north to the Spang site and later moved another five km

northwest to the Mantle site, another large village located in

present-day Stouffville just northwest of Lot 32. These villages

were moved every few decades as the fertility of the agri -

cultural fields depleted and easy access to sources of firewood

was no longer possible. 

The artifacts recovered from these Late Woodland sites

reveal improvements in the pottery vessel manufacture

3
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resulting in larger vessels with more sophisticated decora -

tions, the evolution of a pipe smoking complex featuring clay

and occasionally stone pipes which became very elaborately

decorated. There was also an increase in the numbers and

new kinds of stone tools, decorative items made by grinding

stone, and the appearance of a greater variety of tools and

decorative items made from bone, antler, and shell.

With the arrival of European settlers into this area in the

18th century, a series of treaties were negotiated with the

resident Michi Saagiig and Chippewa nations. These

ultimately resulted in the creation of reserves for the Williams

Treaties First Nations. The Duffin Creek drainage is part of

the 1923 Williams Treaty Clause 2 Lands signed by four

Mississauga First Nations (Scugog, Curve Lake, Hiawatha,

and Alderville), as well as three Chippewa First Nations

(Georgina Island, Rama, and Beausoleil) and the Canadian

Government in 1923. 

Previously, these lands had been surrendered to the

Government of Upper Canada through the Gunshot Treaty of

1788 which was supposed to cover those lands in which a gun

fired at the north shore of Lake Ontario could be heard

inland. 

These treaties opened up the lands north of Lake Ontario

to European settlers. 

“The Township of Markham was first surveyed

and settled in 1794 and the Township of

Whitchurch was laid out by Deputy Surveyor

John Stegman shortly afterwards, in 1800. The

area was settled by Quakers, Hessian soldiers,

French Huguenots and Mennonites. The

German Mennonite population, led by William

Berczy, who came from Pennsylvania, United

States of America were interested in the land

being offered by Governor Simcoe…a number

of Mennonite settlers from Pennsylvania began

to settle in York County. 

The community of Stouffville was established

in the early 1800s with the arrival of Abraham

Stouffer, a successful Pennsylvanian miller. The

community developed through the mid-19th

century. Towards the end of the 20th century

Stouffville’s population had reached 1,223. The

Town of Stouffville was amalgamated with part

of Whitchurch Township in 1971 and came to

form the current Town of Whitchurch-

Stouffville (Barkley, 1993) (Uchiyama 2017). 

The Yake family was not part of the

Pennsylvania-German settlement of the

Township of Markham. Daniel Yake (1736/7 to

1832), the progenitor of the Yake family in

Whitchurch-Stouffville, appears to have been a

German mercenary, who fought at the Battle of

Lundy’s Lane in 1814. He was born near

Strasbourg in Alsace Lorraine around 1736. He

travelled to North America with his wife and

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS
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two children. His wife died during the passage

and was buried at sea. In exchange for his

passage, he worked as a planter for three years

in the eastern colonies (likely Pennsylvania);

after which time he remarried and moved

northward around the time of the American

Revolution. He settled near Lemonville in

Whitchurch Township around 1804.

Daniel may have also owned some property in

the Whitchurch-Stouffville area, but the first

recorded Yake to be a full-time resident of

Stouffville was his son John who lived at the

corner of Tenth Line and the Townline between

Markham and Whitchurch townships. John

Yake Sr. lived from 1782 to 1840 and was

married to Sarah Long. 

One of John’s sons was also named John and

lived from 1817 to 1900. He was married to

Susan Kester and had eight children. The 1851

census lists John and his family living at Lot 29

of Concession 10 in a one-storey frame house.

According to the Land Patent for Lot 32

Concession 10 (11731 Tenth Line), John Yake

Sr. purchased Lot 32, Concession 10 in 1857,

from the Kester family who had received the

original crown patent in 1816. John Yake Sr.

purchased more of Lot 32 in 1859. 

Tremaine’s 1860 map of Markham Township

appears to show John Yake’s land holdings on

Lot 32, Concession 10 prior to the 1859

purchase of the remainder of the lot. The map

indicates that John Yake’s property was located

at the west end of the lot, fronting Tenth Line.

Although no buildings are shown on the 1860

map, it is likely that there were buildings on the

property at the time which were not indicated

on the map because John Yake was not a

‘subscriber’ to the Tremaine atlas. 

The 1878 map of Markham Township in the

Illustrated Historical Atlas of the County of

Ontario shows the entirety of Lot 32 owned by

John Yake. The map shows two structures on

the lot, one fronting Tenth Line, west of the

extant red brick farmhouse, and one on the east

end of the lot. Both structures are associated

with orchards. (Figure 6). 

Lot 32 was transferred to John Yake Jr. in 1882

(this is prior to John Yake Sr.’s death in 1900).

John Yake Jr. was born in 1853 and died in

1935. He married Christina Boyer and they had

three children, Wesley (b. 1877), Mary Susan

(b. 1879), and Mina (b. 1881). The extant farm -

house at 11731 Tenth Line was constructed

sometime after this 1882 transfer, possibly after

5
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John Yake Sr.’s 1900 death when John Yake Jr.

may have inherited the funds to begin

constructing a new farmhouse for his family. 

John Yake Sr. was very involved in the

Stouffville community. He donated both land

and lumber for the Disciplines Church at the

east end of Tenth Concession. This was erected

in 1852 and moved in 1904. John also had a

Boots & Shoes Store and Factory in the centre

of Stouffville, which was converted into a hotel

(Figure 7), and also an accompanying tannery.1

The hotel property was eventually torn down

(This Land Archaeology 2018: 8-10).”

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS

6

1-6 Chap 1  Book 3 Finlayson Whitchurch-Stouffville.qxp_Layout 1  2019-09-12  11:50 AM  Page 6



Chapter 2

Archaeological
Assessment of Lot 32,

Concession 10, Town of
Whitchurch-Stouffville

Archaeological Assessment of
Lot 32, Concession 10, Town of
Whitchurch-Stouffville
— Miles & Co., 1878 Illustrated Historical

Atlas of the County of York and the
Township of West Gwillimbury and
Town of Bradford in the County of
Simcoe, Ont., Toronto (segment of
map of Markham Township)
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The Yake and Windmill sites are located on Lot 32,

Concession 10, in the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville,

Regional Municipality of York (Figure 2). Originally, this was

part of Markham Township in York County. It amalgamated

with the Town of Whitchurch in 1971. 

The Yake site is located at the west end of the lot,

immediately adjacent to the Tenth Line, while the Windmill

site is located on the eastern portion of the lot and would have

been accessed from the York-Durham Townline (Figure 3).

Our assessment of this property involved visually survey -

ing the agricultural fields with five-metre spacing

between crew members to search for artifacts

lying on the surface of the ground. The areas

around the occupied farmstead were subject to

test pitting by digging test pits 30 cm in diameter

and 5 cm into subsoil and screening the fill from

the test pit to look for artifacts. Test pitting

involved digging 400 test pits per hectare. Our field

work was undertaken on November 17, December

2 and 3 in 2016, and June 21, 2017.

Our Stage 2 assessment resulted in the visual

survey of 33.4 hectares of agricultural fields (Plate

1), and the test pitting of 0.4 hectares of lands

(Plate 2). The latter could not be cultivated further

largely due to the presence of the standing third

generation brick house (Plate 3). We determined

that 2.0 hectares of land had no potential due to

the presence of wetland areas, driveways, etc. 

The Yake site was discovered while surveying a

cultivated field just south of the driveway leading

to the brick house located further east on the lot,

while the Windmill site was located on the rear of

the lot just south of a windmill still standing on the property. 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS
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Figure 2: Location of Yake and Windmill sites on the 1878 Illustrated
Historical Atlas of the County of York, Markham Township
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Archaeological Assessment of Lot 32, Concession 10, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Figure 3: Location of Yake and Windmill Sites on Stage 2 Results of Assessment Map

Plate 1: Stage 2: Visual survey of cultivated fields
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Plate 2: Test pitting lawns in front of standing house Plate 3: Photo of occupied third generation brick house
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Chapter 3

The Yake Site

The Yake Site 
— Drone aerial photo of

Yake site excavations
by David Finlayson
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Once the presence of the Yake site was determined, the

survey interval between crew members was reduced to

one metre (Plate 4) and all artifacts on the surface were

marked with orange survey flags. Artifacts discovered within

one metre of a find were placed in a small zip-lock plastic bag,

then held in place with one of the orange survey flags. 

The location of each flag was recorded with a D-GPS unit

that was accurate to 10 cm. Our survey located 161 artifacts

from 69 different findspots across the site area (Figure 4).

In the laboratory, we cleaned, catalogued, described, and

analyzed the artifacts collected from the surface of the site

(Plates 5,6). Our findings suggested that the Yake site was

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS

Figure 4: Map showing location of Findspots of artifacts with artifact counts for
Stage 3 controlled surface survey of Yake site

Figu            Plate 4: Stage 3 close interval visual survey of Yake site
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The Yake Site

            
       

Figure 5: 1860 Tremaine map showing location of Lot 21, Concession 10 Plate 5: Ceramics recovered from Stage 3 controlled surface survey of the Yake site

11-26 Chap 3  Book 3 Finlayson Whitchurch-Stouffville.qxp_Layout 1  2019-09-12  11:54 AM  Page 13



occupied between about 1850 and 1890 although a few

artifacts were found which dated to the 20th century. 

Lot 32, Concession 10 was originally granted to John

Pickell in 1797 who sold it to Phillip Castor in 1837. Castor

severed off the eastern 30 acres of the lot and sold it to John

Yake Sr. in 1846. Yake leased his 30 acres to James Holden

who was living on this land at the time of the 1851 Canada

census. Holden lived in a two-storey frame house on the

property along with six members of his family. The 1860

Tremaine map (Figure 5) shows the western part of the lot

owned by Adam Clendenen, while the 1878 Historical Atlas of

York County shows the entire lot owned by John Yake Sr.

In the lab, the location of each flag was plotted using a

mapping program called Arc-GIS. This allowed us to

determine the extent of the site and plan our strategy for the

Stage 3 test investigations.

The archival study and the artifacts collected in Stage 2

determined that the Yake site was a significant heritage

resource and needed to be subject to Stage 3 test excavations. 

A crew returned to the Yake site and excavated 35

Stage 3 1 x 1 m squares across the area as determined by the

distribution of artifacts recovered from the Stage 2 controlled

surface collection (Figure 6, Plate 7). Soil from each square

was screened through 6 mm mesh to collect artifacts. A total

of 1,941 artifacts were recovered from the investigation of

these squares. 

The excavation of these squares revealed three features in

the subsoil, the two most important being the discovery of a

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS
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Plate 6: Other artifacts recovered from Stage 3 controlled surface survey of
the Yake site

Plate         
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possible cistern and a possible stone foundation of a

house. 

The study of the artifacts recovered supported

an occupation of the site from the mid-19th century

through to the late 19th century. This coincides with

the occupation of the property by leasees James

Holden and William King. In part, this interpretation

was the result of the large quantities of Refined White

Earthenware (594 pieces) typical of the mid-19th

century compared to Vitrified White Earthenware (32

pieces) more common in the latter part of the 19th

century (Plates 8,9).

These data indicated the presence of the significant

archaeological site which had to be subject to Stage 4 salvage

excavation since preservation of the site was not feasible. 

Our crew returned to the Yake site for two days in June,

six days in July, and five days in August 2017 to complete the

Stage 4 salvage excavations.

This work began with the excavation of 19 1 x 1 m squares

adjacent to two of the 1 x 1 m squares excavated in Stage 3

The Yake Site

Plate 7: Stage 3 Test excavation of the Yake site

Figure 6: Map showing location of Stage 3 squares with artifact counts per square
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Plate 8: Ceramics recovered from Stage 3 test excavations of the Yake site Plate 9: Other artifacts recovered from Stage 3 test excavations of the Yake site
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The Yake Site

             

which had high artifact counts and evidence of a stone

foundation wall (Figures 7,8, Plate 10). This revealed part of

the mortared stone foundation of a house. A total of 3,314

artifacts were recovered from the excavation of the 19 1 x 1 m

squares of plough soil. This was considered to be an adequate

sample of artifacts from what appears to be a kitchen midden

created on the west side of the house. The contents of this

midden had been dispersed over a wider area by the farming

of the site over the past 150-plus years. 

After completing the excavation of the Stage 4 squares, a

gradall was used to strip the topsoil from 3,442 square metres

of the site area as defined by the Stage 3 excavations (Plate 11). 

Four features were found in the subsoil. Feature 1 was a

mortared fieldstone cellar. It measured 6.0 by 5.2 m in size

with an external entrance 2.0 by 1.8 m in size for the cellar,

connecting to the southwest corner of the structure (Figures

8,9, Plates 12–15). This cellar extended 70 cm into the subsoil.

Two opposing quadrants of this cellar were excavated. 

Two other features (#2 and 3) were found about four

metres north of the stone cellar (Figures 8 and 10). These may

have been privies but had none of the typical inclusions of rasp -

berry seeds, whole bottles, and broken ceramics. Accordingly,

their function remains a mystery. 

Figure 7: Map showing extent of Stage 4 excavations
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Figure 8: Map showing Stage 4 squares excavated and features found

Plate 10: Stage 4 excavation of 1 x 1 m squares

Plate 11: Stripping of plough soil with Gradall

Plate        

Plate          
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The fourth feature found in the subsoil was interpreted as

a natural depression filled with some refuse (Figures 8 and 11).

Our Stage 4 excavations produced a total of 5,468 artifacts

(Plates 16–18). Artifacts from the demolished house structure

included 957 machine cut nails, 736 pieces of thick window

glass, 102 pieces of red or yellow brick, and 72 pieces of mortar.

The brick and mortar are probably the remnants of a brick

fireplace or chimney. 

Ceramics recovered from the excavations included large

quantities of Refined White Earthenware (1,300 pieces)

commonly used from the 1820s to the 1890s and smaller

amounts of Ironstone (192 pieces) commonly used from the

1840s to early in the 20th century.

Glass was represented by 328 pieces with dates of manu -

facture ranging from 1875 to 1905. Only four complete bottles

were recovered; one, a probable gin bottle, and another a

medicine bottle marked R. Rowan Druggist Stouffville Ont.

Other artifacts recovered included 44 pieces of smoking

pipes, 33 buttons (12 bone, 11 glass, six shell, and four metal),

nine horseshoe nails, three knives, three spoons, two fork/

spoon handles and one fork, seven slate pencils, one slate frag -

ment, and one coin.

Metal items of interest found were an animal leg trap, a

two-tined pitchfork, a sickle, chisel, punch, and an 1888 Canada

one-cent piece. Miscellaneous artifacts included 22 fragments

of leather footwear and a whetstone. 

19

The Yake Site

          

       

Plate 12: Exposing the stone foundation of the house

Plate 13: Stone foundation in foreground, excavating Features 2 and 3
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Plate 14: Drone photo of excavations
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The Yake Site

Plate 15: Drone close-up of cellar excavation
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Figure 9: Plan and profile of cellar Figure 10: Plan and profile of Feature 3, a box privy Figure           
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The Yake Site

          Figure 11: Plant and profile of Feature 4, a refuse filled depression Plate 16: Ceramics recovered from Stage 4 salvage excavation of the Yake site
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Plate 18: Other artifacts recovered from Stage 4 salvage excavation of the Yake sitePlate 17: Ceramics and glass recovered from Stage 4 salvage excavation of the Yake site
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The excavations produced 622 pieces of faunal material.

Domesticated animals, in decreasing number of bones

represented, were cow (71 pieces), pig (60 pieces), sheep (23

pieces), and chicken (18 pieces). Animals acquired by hunting

or trapping included squirrel (11 pieces) and deer (seven

pieces). These identifications suggest a diet fairly typical of

19th century Euro-Canadians living in Southern Ontario. 

Conclusions

Our investigation of the Yake site revealed a simple rural

home occupied consecutively by at least three tenants: James

Holden, William King, and J.C. Miller. The site comprised

only a single cellar, representing the two-storey frame house

documented as being present in the 1851 Canada Census. It

appears that one or both of the large rectangular features to

the west of the house were box privies. These were, un -

doubtedly, used sequentially over the 50-plus years the Yake

site was occupied. The only other significant feature was the

kitchen midden found outside the western side of the house.

The final feature in the subsoil is interpreted as a natural

depression filled with refuse as part of the kitchen midden. 

The artifacts and animal bone collected from the excavation

reflect a simple lifestyle of three families who leased the home

from John Yake Sr. until he sold the property to his son in

1896. 

25
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Chapter 4

The Windmill Site

The Windmill Site
— Drone aerial photo of
Windmill site excavations
by William D. Finlayson
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When we found the Windmill site, the spacing between

the crew members was reduced to one metre to allow

the collection of all artifacts on the surface of the site (Plate

19). As was the case with the Yake site, when an artifact was

found, an orange flag was placed to mark its location and all

artifacts within one metre were collected and placed in a

small zip-lock bag which was held in place by inserting the

orange flag through the hole in the top of the bag. The

locations of these flags were then recorded with our D-GPS

which is accurate to 10 cm. 

Our controlled surface collection of the Windmill site

resulted in the recovery of 345 artifacts from 115 different

findspots across the site. The map of these artifacts revealed

two distinct clusters of artifacts which we labelled Locus 1

and Locus 2 (Figure 12).

Figure 12: Map showing location of Findspots of artifacts with artifact counts for
Stage 3 controlled surface survey of Yake sitePlate 19: Stage 3 close interval visual survey of Windmill site

Plate 2           
Windm  
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Plate 20: Ceramics recovered from Stage 3 controlled surface survey of the
Windmill site

Plate 21: Other artifacts recovered from Stage 3 controlled surface survey of the
Windmill site
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A comparison of the artifacts from the two loci revealed

no apparent differences, although the sample of artifacts from

Locus 2 was quite small. 

The artifacts collected from the surface of the Windmill

site (Plates 20,21) suggested an occupation between the 1830s

and the 1890s. As such, it was clear that the Windmill site was

a significant heritage resource and would have to be subject

to Stage 3 assessment. 

Plate 22: Stage 3 test excavation of the Windmill site

30

Figure 13: Map showing location of Stage 3 squares in Locus 1 at the Windmill site
with number of artifacts per square
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The Stage 3 archival study revealed that Phillip Reyston

lived on the western 60 acres of the property after purchasing

it from Phillip Castor in 1851. The Canada census for 1851

indicated that Reyston lived in a single-storey log house with

his family of six. The census also revealed that Reyston’s farm

included 23 acres devoted to crops and 36 acres for pasture.

Reyston sold the western 60 acres to George Caxton by 1871

who, in turn, sold it to John Yake Sr. by 1878. Thus John Yake

Sr. owned the entire 100-acre parcel. In the 1890s John Yake

Sr. sold the property to his son, John Yake Jr., who resided in

a home on the western portion of the property. It would

appear that John Yake Jr. lived in the then extant house on the

western part of the property until after the death of his father

in 1900. Assuming an inheritance, this may have provided the

funding to construct the new brick house sometime between

1900 and 1925. 

Our crews returned to the Windmill site and undertook

Stage 3 test excavations between May 17 and May 23, 2017

(Plate 22). These test excavations explored the two distinct

loci of occupation discovered by the controlled surface pick-

up of artifacts from the site. In Locus 1, 26 1 x 1 m squares

were dug (Figure 13) while in Locus 2 we dug 12 1 x 1 m

squares (Figure 14).

Our Stage 3 test excavations of Locus 1 discovered four

features. The two most important evidenced a cistern similar

to those we found at Patterson Village in Vaughan (volume 1)

and what appeared to be part of a stone foundation of a

structure. 

The Stage 3 test excavations produced a total of 2,717

artifacts. Of these, 2,146 were from Locus 1 and 571 were

from Locus 2. The artifacts recovered from the two loci are

very similar and did not indicate a sequential occupation of

the two areas. 

An analysis of all the artifacts from the Stage 3 test

excavations of the two loci of the Windmill site revealed that

these dated from about 1810 to 1890 with a few artifacts

dating to the 20th century (Plates 23–26). 

A comparison of the artifacts from the two loci exposed an

absence of common nails in Locus 2, along with only two

pieces of thick window glass; the lack of presence of Ironstone

suggests that Locus 2 was earlier than Locus 1. Since the

census data indicate only a single house on the western part

of the lot, it would appear that Locus 2 is the site of the log

house occupied by Phillip Reyston in 1851, while Locus 1

would represent the house occupied by John Yake Jr. in the

latter part of the 19th century before building the still-

standing brick house in the early 20th century.

The Stage 3 investigations confirmed that the Windmill

site was significant and had to be subject to Stage 4 salvage

excavation since preservation was not feasible. 

Our crews undertook Stage 4 salvage excavation of the

Windmill site for 23 days from June to September 2017. 

For Locus 1, 37 1 x 1 m units were unearthed, while for

Locus 2, 24 units were excavated in the plough-disturbed

areas where higher concentrations of artifacts were found in

Stage 3 (Figure 15, Plate 27). In addition, three units were dug

31
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Figure 14: Map showing location of Stage 3 squares in Locus 2 at the Windmill site
with number of artifacts per square

Plate 23: Ceramics recovered from Stage 3 test excavations of the Windmill site Plate            
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            Plate 24: Ceramics recovered from Stage 3 test excavations of the Windmill site Plate 25: Metal artifacts recovered from Stage 3 test excavations of the Windmill site
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in the area between the two loci to determine the nature of

the artifacts in this area. 

The excavation of the block units in Locus 1 produced

more than 5,000 artifacts and revealed the presence of a drain

in the subsoil. In Locus 2, a total of 1,282 artifacts were

recovered by the excavation of 1 x 1 m squares.

After recovering what we considered an adequate sample

of artifacts from the two areas of block excavation, we used a

Gradall to strip the plough-disturbed topsoil from 5,882 square

metres of the site area (Plate 28). This resulted in the discovery

of 13 features in the subsoil in the area of Locus 1 (Figure 16)

and four features in the area of Locus 2 (Figure 17). 

In Locus 1, the most important feature was a large cellar

of mortared and cut field stone with an attached stone

foundation for a possible woodshed (Figures 13, 15, Plates

29–31). The cellar was 10 m long and 8 m wide and represents

a sizable home, especially when compared to the cellar found

in Locus 2 and that explored at the Yake Site. The attached

woodshed was 5 m by 8 m in size. This is one of the largest

cellars with an attached woodshed that our firm has excavated

over the past 12 years.

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS
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Plate 26: Miscellaneous artifacts recovered from Stage 3 test excavations of the
Windmill site

P              
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Plate 27: Excavation of 1 x 2 m squares in Stage 4 midden 

im   

Plate 28: Removal of plough soil by Gradall at the Windmill site
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Figure 15: Map showing location of Findspots, Stage 3 squares and features
excavated in Stage 4 at the Windmill site 

  
Plate 29: Feature 12, house structure after removal to plough soil by Gradall

Plate 30: Excavating Feature 12, the house
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Plate 32: Use of Gradall to remove 20th century garbage from Feature 12, a cellar Figure 16: Detail map of features excavated in Locus 1 at the Windmill site

Plate 31: Drone photograph of part of Locus 1 showing cellar excavation
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The excavation of two quadrants in this cellar (Plate 38)

revealed that after the demolition or removal of the house, the

cellar had been filled with garbage, almost all of which dated

to the late 19th and early 20th century. After collecting a

sample of artifacts, a Gradall was used to remove the contents

of the two quadrants (Plate 32). As each bucket was dumped,

the Gradall operator cast the soil over a large area which

allowed our staff to collect any additional noteworthy

artifacts. Then, once the quadrant was cleared of refuse, the

walls were cleaned to illustrate them (Plates 33, 34).

Associated with this structure was a stone pad (Feature 17

in Figure 14), which I interpret to be at the entrance to the

house; and a rectangular structure (Feature 14 in Figure 15)

which may represent another feature associated with the

entrance to this house. 

Attached to the southeast corner of the foundation of the

house was a drain (Feature 13 in Figure 15) which extended

to the south of the house, and then paralleled the foundation

of the woodshed, where it connected with a similar drain from

the woodshed and then extended southeast. This complex

drain served to remove water from both the cellar of the house

and the attached woodshed. 

About three metres southeast of the centre of the structure

was a cistern (Plates 35, 36). This feature had been present in

one of the 1 x 1 m squares excavated during the Stage 3 investi -

gations. When exposed in Stage 4, the feature was com prised

of a circular stain of brown soil about 180 cm in diameter
Plate 33: Photograph of mortared stone foundation wall of Feature 12, a cellar

Plate 34: Close-up of cut-stone used in foundation of Feature 12, a cellar
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with an outer ring of clay about 20 cm wide. A cross-section

of the feature revealed one steel band which had held the

wooden staves of this manufactured cistern together. This

cistern is similar to those recorded at Patterson Village where

wet soil had better-preserved the steel bands and wooden

staves and base. To place this cistern in the ground, a circular

hole was dug, the manufactured cistern was set in place and

the space around the outside edge was filled with clay to

facilitate water retention. 

About a metre to the east, we discovered a well which had

been filled in with field stones (Plate 37). This was originally

about 2 m in diameter and about 2.4 m deep.

Our excavations of Locus 1 discovered five posts or moulds

of posts. One was just outside the southwest corner of the

house while the other four formed a square about 12 m south -

east of the structure. The function of these posts remains

unknown. 

Our investigations of Locus 2 discovered four features

(Figure 16, Plate 40). One was the stone foundation of a small

house which was about 6 m by 5.2 m and 0.8 to 1.2 m deep

(Feature 1 in Figure 16, Plates 38–40). After its demolition,
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Plate 35: Plan view of cistern south of Feature 12

Plate 36: Cross-section of cistern
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the cellar of this house had been filled in with large quantities

of field stone, some of which were very large. The presence of

these hampered our investigation of the cellar since they

could not be removed. This is interpreted as the foundation

of the one-storey log house occupied by Phillip Reyston and

his family at the time of the 1851 census. 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS

40

Plate 37: Cross-section of well

Plate 38: Excavation of Feature 1, a cellar
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Plate 40: Drone photograph of Feature 1, cellar in Locus 2

Figure 17: Detailed map of features excavated in Locus 2 at Windmill site

Plate 39: Close-up of section of field stone cellar, Feature 1
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The second feature discovered in Locus 2 was another well

(Feature 4 in Figure 16). This one was about 1.7 m in diameter

and more than one m deep (Plate 41). 

The remaining two features appear to have been natural

depressions filled with 19th century refuse (Features 2 and 3

in Figure 16). Feature 2 (Figure 16, Plate 42) contained a large

number of animal bones which were examined to determine

the kind of bones present by our faunal analyst. 

Our Stage 4 excavations at the Windmill site produced a

total of 22,153 artifacts (Plates 43–56). 

The exploration of 24 1 x 1 m squares in a midden in Locus

2 near the log house occupied by Phillip Reyston produced

1,280 artifacts. This included large numbers of Refined White

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS

42

Plate 41: Plan view of well in Locus 2 Plate 42: Plan and profile of Feature 2, a refuse-filled natural depression
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Earthenware (587 pieces) typical of a mid-19th century

occupation (Plate 43e–k), small amounts of Pearlware (57

pieces), (Plate 43a, 44g) characteristic of an earlier occupation,

but no Ironstone or Porcelain, again indicative of a mid to late

19th century occupation. Other diagnostic artifacts from this

midden were a sleigh bell (Plate 50a), a copper alloy brooch

missing its stone (Plate 50b), a copper alloy shoe kick plate

(Plate 50d), a common nail, a horseshoe nail (Plate 55c and

d), a door latch (Plate 55e), fragments of a pair of scissors

(Plate 55i), and a metal button. I interpret the artifacts from

this block excavation as a remnant of a kitchen midden

relating to the occupation of the small log house occupied by

Phillip Reyston and his family. One of the bottle fragments

recovered is illustrated in Plate 47a.

Our investigation of two quadrants of the cellar of this log

house produced 7,266 artifacts. This included 659 pieces of

Refined White Earthenware, (Plate 43l, 44b,c), 108 pieces of

the earlier Creamware (Plate 43d) and Pearlware (Plate 43c,

44f), 1,341 pieces of Ironstone and 22 pieces of Porcelain

characteristic of the latter part of the 19th century. Also

included were an ammunition cartridge shell (Plate 49a), a

piece of Onondaga chert (Plate 49c), bone, glass, metal, and

shell buttons (Plate 49e–h), an 1858 USA one cent “flying eagle”

coin (Plate 49i), a bone handle (Plate 49j), and a fragment of

a Porcelain doll (Plate 49k). My experience suggests this to

mean that the artifacts recovered from the cellar of the log

house represent the disposal of refuse by the occupants of the

large house in Locus 1. The hole in the ground left by the

cellar of the log house provided a convenient place to dispose

of refuse and a means to fill in the hole at the same time, thus

allowing the eventual recycling of this land for agricultural

purposes. This cellar also contained large quantities of field

stones, probably picked from the nearby fields each spring. 

The majority of the nails in the cellar were machine-cut

(64) with smaller quantities of earlier handmade nails (64)

and later common nails (2). Most of the window glass was

thick with smaller numbers of earlier thin window glass.

These architectural artifacts are probably the remnants of the

log house which was taken down or moved to another

location after the construction of the new house in Locus 1.

The 48 pieces of brick and 36 pieces of mortar are probably the

remnants of a brick fireplace or chimney from this log house. 

Glass artifacts recovered from the cellar included 385

pieces of bottle glass (Plate 47f), 1,578 pieces of jar glass, and

137 pieces of chimney glass indicating the use of coal oil

lanterns. Also recovered were one metal button, one piece of

a slate, seven pieces of smoking pipes (Plate 48h), three marbles

(Plate 48d), and the fragment of a bone lice comb (Plate 48b).

Our excavation of Feature 1 produced 287 pieces of bone.

Included were pig (32 pieces), cow (20 pieces), sheep (nine

pieces), and deer (two pieces). An uncommon find was three

pieces of abalone shell, the function of which is unknown. Its

presence is indicative of the import of this specimen from the

west coast of North America or the Gulf of Mexico. The most

unusual discovery in Feature 1 was a chert spear point (Plate

49d). This was examined by Dr. Lawrence Jackson of North -
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eastern Archaeological Associates, one of the leading experts

in the occupation of south-central Ontario during the Paleo-

Indian period. He identified the point as a Hi-Lo or Holcombe

point which is approximately 10,000 to 10,400 years old. Such

spear points are rare in Markham Township. The point was

probably found by one of the occupants of the large house in

Locus 1 while cultivating the adjacent farm fields and sub -

sequently discarded with refuse used to fill in the small cellar

in Locus 2.

The excavation of Feature 2 produced 780 pieces of faunal

material. My experience suggests that this was a natural

depression, filled in with these bone pieces and ash, probably

resulting from the occupation of the log house by Phillip

Reyston and his family. Domesticated animals in decreasing

number of bones represented were cow (102 pieces), sheep

(20 pieces), and pig (12 pieces). Animals acquired by hunting

included deer (six pieces). These identifications suggest a diet

fairly typical of 19th century Euro-Canadians living in Southern

Ontario. 

In summary, my understanding is that most of the artifacts

recovered from Locus 2 represent refuse deposited by the

occupants of the larger house in Locus 1. The exceptions are

the artifacts recovered from the plough-disturbed midden and

the bone fragments recovered from Feature 2. 

The excavation of 36 1 x 1 m squares in a plough-disturbed

midden less than 10 m southeast of the cellar of the larger

house occupied by John Yake Jr. produced a total of 8,706

artifacts. Unlike the artifacts recovered from the block

excavation of Locus 1, I interpret these as the remnants of a

kitchen midden associated with the occupation of this house

along with debris from its demolition as indicated by the

relatively large number of architectural remains in this deposit. 

The majority of the nails were machine cut (939) with

lesser numbers of hand-made nails (119) and a few common

nails (20), the latter supporting an occupation after the 1890s.

The majority of the window glass was thick (257 pieces) with

lesser amounts of thin window glass (45 pieces). There were

small numbers of brick: red (nine) and yellow (one).

The vast majority of ceramics were Refined White Earthen -

ware (2,508 pieces) (Plate 44a–e,i,k,l) with smaller numbers

of Pearlware (53 pieces) (Plate 43b, 44h,j), Ironstone (55 pieces)

(Plate 46d), and Vitrified White Earthenware (34 pieces) (Plate

46a,c) supporting an occupation in the mid-19th century.

These block excavations produced 181 pieces of bottle

glass, five pieces of cutlery, 19 buttons (bone-six, glass-ten,

metal-two, and shell-one), six slate tablet fragments (Plate 48i)

and six slate pencils indicative of writing materials, 38

fragments of smoking pipes (Plate 48h), examples of hand -

made and machine-cut nails (Plate 55a,b), a knife blade (Plate

55f), and a metal file (Plate 55h). 

The large cellar produced a majority of Ironstone (434

pieces) (Plate 46e,g) and lesser numbers of Pearlware (three

pieces) and Refined White earthenware (60 pieces), indicative

of the use of this cellar as a place to dump debris generated

after the construction of the brick house on the property built

by John Yake Jr. after his father’s death and still occupied at

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS
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the time of our excavations. Also recovered was one piece of

buff stoneware (Plate 46b).

The large cellar in Locus 1 contained very large quantities

of metal and glass artifacts dating to the 20th century which

again supports the use of the abandoned cellar as a garbage

dump. Not only was this a convenient place to dispose of

trash, but it assisted in filling in this hole in the ground so

that eventually this land could be recycled into productive

farmland. 

This cellar contained 278 machine-cut nails, 12 handmade

nails and 31 common nails, as well as 566 pieces of thick

window glass, 46 pieces of thin window glass, and 37 pieces

of brick.

Again, these indicate deposits related to the latter part of

the 19th century.

Other artifacts recovered from the cellar included 545

pieces of bottle glass (Plate 47 b-e), 523 pieces of jar glass, two

pieces of cutlery, 12 metal buttons, a bone toothbrush (Plate

48c), four- and five- tine pitchforks (Plate 51a), enameled

cookware and bowls (Plate 51b), a cast iron wood stove top

(Plate 52a), a metal tractor seat (Plate 52), an aluminum tube

of rat poison (Plate 53a), a battery core fragment (Plate 53b),

a tin can (Plate 53c), a wood rivet (Plate 55g), a variety of 20th

century machine-made bottles (Plate 56a), a fragment of a

buff stoneware crock (Plate 56b), fragments of slates, but no

fragments of smoking pipes. 

Feature 5, the cistern, produced a Refined White Earthen -

ware bowl (Plate 45), while the well (Feature 6) produced

eight fragments of Vitrified White Earthenware (Plate 46f).

Included in the drain (Feature 13) were 29 bottle fragments

(Plate 47g). In the fill of Feature 15 was a slate pencil (Plate

48f) and in Feature 16 a whetstone (Plate 48e) and one piece

of chalk (Plate 48a) which bore the initials J.Y., presumably

John Yake. This piece of chalk is quite an unusual discovery.

While we find hundreds and even thousands of artifacts on

sites such as Windmill, it is exceedingly rare to come across

an artifact which can be attributed to one of the occupants of

the site. In this case, John Yake Jr. took the trouble to carve

his initials into a piece of chalk thus identifying it as his. It

was a strange feeling to hold this artifact that we knew was

owned and used by John Yake Jr. sometime in the late 19th

or early 20th centuries and then lost or discarded by him. 

Other features in Locus 1 produced an ammunition

cartridge shell (Plate 49b), a worked bone handle (Plate 49j),

a copper alloy brooch missing its stone (Plate 50c), a padlock

(Plate 50e), a skeleton key (Plate 50f), a suspender clip (Plate

50g), a horse tack buckle (Plate 50h) a horse tack snap clip

(Plate 50i), an apple corer/peeler (Plate 54a), a cast iron ornate

object (Plate 54b), and a metal clothes iron (Plate 54c).
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Plate 43: Pearlware, Creamware, and Refined White Earthenware (RWE) from the
Windmill site

Plate 44: Pearlware and Refined White Earthenware (RWE) from the Windmill site Plate           
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Plate 45: Reconstructed Refined White Earthenware (RWE) bowl from the Windmill site Plate 46: Vitrified White Earthenware (VWE), Buff Stoneware, and Ironstone from the
Windmill site
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Plate 47: Glass bottles and light bulbs from the Windmill site Plate 48: Miscellaneous artifacts from the Windmill site
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Plate 49: Miscellaneous artifacts from the Windmill site Plate 50: Miscellaneous metal artifacts from the Windmill site       
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Plate 51: Pitchforks and enameled cookware and bowls. Artifacts from the Windmill site Plate 52: Cast iron stove top and tractor seat from the Windmill site
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Plate 53: Miscellaneous metal artifacts from the Windmill site Plate 54: Miscellaneous metal artifacts from the Windmill site            
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Plate 55: Miscellaneous metal artifacts from the Windmill site Plate 56: Bottles and stoneware from the Windmill site Plate        
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Conclusions

Our investigation of the Windmill site revealed a much more

complex archaeological site than the Yake site. We discovered

two cellars and associated features. The small cellar in Locus

2 represented a small house occupied by the Reyston family

while the large cellar in Locus 1 represented a much larger

house occupied by John Yake Jr. prior to his construction of

the standing brick house on the property at the time of our

investigations. The small cellar in Locus 2 had a well associated

with it while the large cellar had a number of features includ -

ing a well, a cistern, and a drain. It is interesting that refuse

from the occupation of the larger house was used to fill in the

cellar of the smaller house, while refuse from the standing

brick house built early in the 20th century was used to fill in

the cellar of the larger house. At both sites this resulted in

recycling land previously used for homes as arable farmland. 

53

The Windmill Site

        Plate 57: Abalone shell from the  Windmill site
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Our Stage 1 to 4 archaeological assessment of Lot 32,

Concession 10, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville, discovered

the Yake and Windmill sites.

The Yake site was located on the eastern portion of Lot 32

which was purchased in 1846 by John Yake Sr., a prominent

Stouffville businessman who operated a Boots & Shoes Store

and Factory. Yake leased the 30 acres and the two-storey

frame house to a series of tenants including James Holden

who occupied the house at the time of the 1851 census. 

Our Stage 4 excavations revealed a mortared fieldstone

cellar 6.0 by 5.2 m suggesting a house about 31 square metres

(335 square feet) in size. The two-storey house of 62 square

metres (670 square feet) would have been very crowded, a

common situation in the mid-19th century. 

The presence of a kitchen midden to the west of the house

indicated the disposal of refuse in this location. The only two

other features were probably two box privies, built and used

sequentially over a period of more than 50 years. 

The paucity of features found in the subsoil at this site

suggest an occupation by tenants whose life focused on the

daily struggle to make a simple living, which did not involve

improvements to their home or adjacent living space. 

The fragments of tableware recovered from the site are

predominantly the earlier and less costly Refined White

Earthenware (1,300 pieces), with substantially smaller numbers

of later, more durable and costly Ironstone (192 pieces). The

presence of 12 fragments of red stoneware and another 12

pieces of Porcelain suggest the presence of a few good pieces

of tableware.

Glassware found indicated the use of coal oil lanterns,

quart sealers for storing foods, the use of gin as an alcoholic

beverage, and a medicine bottle from the local druggist, R.

Rowan, in Stouffville.

Other artifacts discovered included a relatively large

number of smoking pipe fragments signifying that this was a

common activity for one or more of the men who lived there.

The presence of horseshoe nails reflected the presence of one

or more horses used by the occupants, and the presence of

slates and slate pencils is indicative of writing. A variety of

buttons were used on clothing including those of bone, glass,

shell, and metal. 

The presence of a sickle and two-tine pitchforks are

suggestive of farming activities; the recovery of an animal leg

trap of trapping, perhaps the method of capturing squirrels

indicated by the identification of animal bones from the site. 

The diet of the occupants of the Yake site included meat

from cows, sheep, pigs, deer, squirrel, chickens, and turkeys. 

At the Windmill site, we discovered two cellars. Feature 1

was the cellar of the single-storey log house occupied by

Phillip Reyston and his family of six at the time of the 1851

census. This cellar was about 2.9 m by 4.1 m constructed of

dry-laid stone. This proposes that the log house was about

1.9 square metres in size (128 square feet) suggesting very

cramped quarters for a family of seven. 
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Our investigation of Locus 1 provided limited information

about the occupation of this area of the site by the Reyston

family. The available data showed the presence of a kitchen

midden outside the house. This contained early tableware

such as Refined White Earthenware and Pearlware, and no

examples of the later and more durable Ironstone and

Vitrified White Earthenware. Other artifacts from this midden

were two pieces of cutlery (knives) and one metal button.

As discussed above, the cellar of the small house in Locus

2 occupied by the Reyston family, was filled with refuse which

may have included artifacts from the kitchen midden but was

more likely from the occupants of the larger house in Locus

1. This included large quantities of the later and more durable

Ironstone and small quantities of Porcelain. Earlier tableware

varieties of Refined White Earthenware, Pearlware, and

Creamware were present in smaller numbers. This cellar also

contained relatively large quantities of jar glass and pieces of

quart sealers indicating the use of glassware containers for

storage of food. Other items included one metal button, a

horseshoe nail, a fragment of a slate used for writing, and

small numbers of smoking pipes. Most unusual was the

discovery of a chert spear point which was 10,000 to 10,400

years old.

Investigations in the Locus 1 kitchen midden, created by

the occupants of the large house, included substantial quantities

of Refined White Earthenware and smaller numbers of Pearl -

ware and Ironstone. This midden also produced a wide variety

of buttons in bone, glass, metal, and shell, fragments of fork

and spoon handles and table knives, fragments of slates and

slate pencils for writing, and moderate numbers of white clay

smoking pipes. 

The cellar of the large house in Locus 1 produced very

large quantities of artifacts which were interpreted as being

refuse from the still-standing brick house on the property.

Most common were the later Ironstone dinnerware with

lesser amounts of Refined White Earthenware, Vitrified White

Earthenware, Pearlware, and Porcelain. Relatively large

numbers of bottle glass and jar glass were found, presumably

for the storage of liquids and other foodstuffs, with a smaller

number of quart sealers and tumblers. 

Other objects from the cellar were metal buttons, frag -

ments of cutlery and two fragments of slate. No pieces of

white smoking pipes were found; this implied that smoking

was not an indulgence of the men living in the standing brick

house or that the pipe fragments were disposed of elsewhere. 

The large cellar also contained huge quantities of metal,

the functions of which were unknown, and most were not

collected. As noted above, there were also large quantities of

20th century artifacts, only samples of which were retained.

This included items such as a tractor seat, four- and five-tine

pitchforks, enameled ware, light bulbs, machine-made bottles,

and a container of rat poison. 

When comparing the Yake and Windmill sites, there are

some interesting similarities and differences. The Yake site
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and Locus 2 occupation of the Windmill are similar in that

they represent small mid-19th century houses; Yake was

occupied by tenants and Windmill by the owner of the

western 60 acres of the lot. 

One of the major differences is that the Yake site was

created by the probable demolition of the house and the filling

of the cellar with refuse in the kitchen midden created to the

west of the house. The land where the house was located then

became part of the farm field fronting on the 10th line. This

represents a recycling of land on the farm from a residential

use to a food production use.

The history of the Windmill site was different. It would

appear that the cellar of the small log house occupied by

Phillip Reyston was partially filled with refuse from the small

midden beside the house, along with trash from the occu -

pation of the larger house during its occupation. The cellar

was also a hole in the ground, a convenient place to dispose

of garbage by the occupants of the larger house. When full,

the land, like that of the Yake site, became part of the adjacent

farm fields. 

With the construction of the still-standing today brick

house facing the 10th line, it appears that the large house in

Locus 1 at the Windmill site was torn down, leaving the cellar

as a large hole in the ground. Like the cellar in Locus 2, this

became a garbage dump for the residents of the brick house,

probably until rural garbage collection was initiated in the

20th century. At that time, the remainder of the cellar was

filled with relatively clean fill and the land incorporated into

the adjacent farm fields. This decommissioning of the

Windmill site also involved the filling in of the well and the

cistern. One wonders if the well associated with the existing

windmill represented a second well to provide occupants of

the Windmill house in Locus 1 with water when the original

well was no longer adequate. 

When we compare the Windmill and Yake sites to the five

farmsteads at Queensville which were the subject of Volume

2 in Our Lands Speak series, and Patterson Village, the subject

of Volume 1, we see that the Windmill and Yake sites are

similar to Patterson Village in that the land was converted to

active farmland once the houses were demolished, or in the

case of Patterson Village moved to other nearby locations. In

contrast, at all five Queensville sites, the land associated with

the 19th century occupation remained part of the later

farmstead and was not converted to farmland. 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TWO WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE FARMSTEADS
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Appendix

Four Stages of Archaeological Assessments as defined by
the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport

The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport defines four

stages of archaeological investigation for consultant archae -

ol ogists. Stage 3 investigation is required if significant

artifacts are found during Stage 2, and Stage 4 is required

if Stage 3 investigation reveals a significant site.

Stage 1: background study and property inspection

The consultant archaeologist determines whether there

is potential for archaeological sites on the property.

He or she reviews geographic, land use and historical

information for the property and the relevant surround -

ing area, visits the property to inspect its current condition

and contacts this ministry to find out whether or not

there are any known archaeological sites on or near the

property. A Stage 2 assessment is required when the

consultant archaeologist identifies areas of archae o -

logical potential.

Stage 2: property assessment

The consultant archaeologist surveys the land to identify

any archaeological resources on the property being

developed. For a ploughed field, he or she will walk back

and forth over it looking for artifacts on the surface. In

forests, overgrown pasture areas or any other places that

cannot be ploughed, he or she will dig parallel rows of

small holes, called test pits, down to sterile subsoil at

regular intervals and sift the soil to look for artifacts.

He or she may use other strategies if properties are

paved, covered in fill or have deeply buried former

topsoils (such as floodplains or former sand dunes).

The consultant archaeologist will help determine

whether any archaeological resources found are of

sufficient cultural heritage value or interest to require

Stage 3 assessment.

Stage 3: site-specific assessment

This stage is for all archaeological sites that may be

of cultural heritage value or interest. The consultant

archaeologist accurately determines the size of the

archaeological site, evaluates its cultural heritage value

or interest and, where necessary, makes recommendations

for Stage 4 mitigation strategies. To this end, he or she

conducts further background research and fieldwork that

expands the information gathered in Stage 2. He or she

maps the spatial limits of a site and acquires further

information about the site’s characteristics by excavating

one-metre by one-metre square test units across the site.

Based on circumstances, some sites, for example ones

that have been paved or are deeply buried, may require

specialized methods of assessment.
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Stage 4: mitigation of development impacts

This stage involves implementing conservation strategies

for archaeological sites that are of cultural heritage value

or interest. Determining the best approach for conserving

the site may include reviewing possible strategies with

the development proponent, the municipality or other

approval authority, Aboriginal communities, and other

heritage stakeholders.

Conserving archaeological sites that have cultural heritage

value or interest does not mean stopping development.

Conservation can involve putting long-term protection

measures in place around an archaeological site to

protect it intact. The site is then avoided while develop -

ment proceeds around it. This is called protection ‘in

situ’ and is always the preferred option for mitigation of

development impacts to a site. If protection is not viable,

mitigation can involve documenting and removing an

archaeological site, through excavation, before develop -

ment takes place.

Long-term avoidance and protection

Unless long-term protection measures are in place, an

archaeological site is not considered truly protected.

The consultant archaeologist will provide the develop -

ment proponent with recommendations for an avoidance

and long-term protection strategy. These can include

protection measures such as restrictive covenants on

title, zoning by-law amendments or the transfer of land

ownership to a municipality or other public land-holding

body. Ontario’s Heritage Toolkit outlines these and other

long-term protection measures.

Excavation

If circumstances do not allow a site to be protected in

situ, the site may be excavated before construction

begins. The purpose of excavation is to document the site

through measurements, maps, drawings and

photographs and to remove artifacts

Source:
http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/archaeology/archaeology_assessments.shtml
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Glossary

ArcGis. A computer program for mapping different layers of

data. This includes locational data from GPS units and

basic layers such as lots and concession, drainages, and

roads. Most important is that layers can be turned on and

off to produce the required map.

Borden Number. A site designation system created by Carl

Borden to record the location of sites in blocks which are

10 minutes latitude by 10 minutes longitude within larger

blocks which are 2 degrees latitude by 4 degrees longitude.

Sites within each small block are numbered sequentially.

The Borden Number for the Yake site is AlGt-628 and for

the Windmill site it is AlGt-629. 

Chert. “A fine grained siliceous rock of sedimentary origin of

which the chief characteristic is its ability to be fractured

conchoidally for the manufacture of very sharp tools,

known popularly, but incorrectly as flint.” (Finlayson

1998:419)

DGPS (Differential Global Positioning System). A Global

Position System which has enhanced accuracy which

allows measurement to be accurate to about 10 cm rather

than 15 m which is common with most GPS units.

GeoEXT. A DGPS hand-held unit manufactured by Trimble

and is accurate to about 10 cm.

Middens. Deposits of garbage. There can be kitchen middens,

usually located outside the door of a homestead, or larger

middens in depressions or gullies.

wFindspot. The location where artifacts are found either on

the surface of a cultivated field during visual survey or in

test pits in areas not cultivated.
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Permissions and Citations

Every attempt has been made to give proper acknowledge -

ment, and access appropriate permissions for quotes. Any

oversights are purely unintentional. In the unlikely event

something has been missed, please accept our regret and

apology, and contact us immediately so we can investigate and

rectify as needed.

All of the quantitative factual information is recorded in

various published and unpublished sources and can be

provided upon request.

The citations for quoted material and statements of fact

are noted in-line with the text.
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Bill Finlayson’s passionate attention to detail combined with

the deep respect he has for the generations of people whose

history he reveals—along with the integrity he demonstrates

on every level—makes it a pleasure to partner with him to

bring his exceptional work to life.

As Bill imparts in the introduction of The Archaeology of

Two Whitchurch-Stouffville Farmsteads: A 19th century rural

community in the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville, Ontario,

“These excavations provide fascinating insights into the

Indigenous occupation of this area prior to Euro-Canadian

settlement. . .” 

The richness of discovery and learning lies in every element

of this work: agricultural, geographical, societal, and, of

course, the incredible artifacts that speak volumes about the

nature of the time.  
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in a 19th Century Rural Community in the Town of  
Whitchurch-Stouffville, Ontario  (formerly the Township of Markham)

William D. (Bill) Finlayson, Ph.D., F.R.S.C., is 
the senior-most archaeologist in Ontario 
archaeology, with well over 50 years of 
experience in the field. One of his many 
noteworthy accomplishments was being 
voted a Specially-Elected Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Canada for his innovations 
in Ontario Archaeology. He is also an 
Adjunct Professor in the Department of  
Archaeology and Heritage Studies at Wilfrid 
Laurier University. 

In 2001, Bill established his own archaeo-
logical consulting firm. This Land Arch-
aeology Inc. provides services to land 
developers in the Greater Toronto Area 
and beyond. Since 2006, he has under-
taken the salvage excavation of more 
than 60 19th century homesteads and 
farmsteads. This volume, The Archaeology 
of Two Whitchurch-Stouffville Farmsteads, 
third in Our Lands Speak series, continues 
to reflect his ardent commitment to mak-
ing archaeological findings available to 
the general public.

In the second half of the 19th century, 
John Yake Sr., a prominent Stouffville busi-
ness man, purchased two parts of Lot 32, 
Concession 10, in what is now the Town of 
Whitchurch-Stouffville. 

John Yake Sr. rented the small house at 
the western end of the lot, which eventu-
ally became the Yake site. John Yake Jr. 
lived on the western part of the lot, 
initially in the large house which became 
the Windmill site, and ultimately in a new 
brick house which was still occupied at 
the time of our excavations. 

The Yake and Windmill sites were situated 
on former agricultural fields of the dwellers 
of the Mantle site, a large Indigenous 
village occupied in the sixteenth or early  
seventeenth centuries and currently located  
less than a km to the northwest of Lot 32. 
Excavations of the Windmill site recovered 
a spear point about 10,000 years old, 
which was likely collected by the Yake 
family while farming their land and sub-
sequently discarded when filling in the cellar 
of the early log house at the Windmill site.  

In anticipation of the development of 
Lot 32 for a residential subdivision, This 
Land Archaeology Inc. was contracted 
by Fieldgate Developments to assess the 
property and excavate the Yake and 
Windmill sites. 

For more information on Our Lands 
Speak series, 19th century Ontario archae-
ology, and/or to follow Bill’s blog, visit 
www.BillFinlayson.ca.
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